
The character of the chapter:  

It is the supreme chapter of trial or testing in Scripture. As much as 1 Corinthians 13 is the 
chapter of love and 1 Corinthians 15 is the chapter of resurrection, this is the chapter that 
exhibits trial. We learn of Abraham’s times, terms, trust and triumphs through trial in this 
remarkable chapter. Mr Alex Dryburgh commented on this chapter that ‘God commanded it, 
He never intended it; He saw it partly done but never completed. God did not want Isaac’s life 
He wanted Abraham's love.’


The charter of the chapter: 

Our focus will be on pictures of Christ in this chapter.


The prophecy in the narrative: 
We notice that this is a prophetic chapter, the Saviour Himself said “Abraham rejoiced to see 
my day, he saw it and was glad” (Jn 8:56). We judge that these events allowed Abraham to 
appreciate aspects of the person of the Saviour that he had never known before.


The pathway in the narrative:  
We will focus on the journey of the father and the son. 


The place in the narrative:  
There is a place that comes into focus as the narrative develops (22:2,3,4,9,14).


The prerequisite in the narrative: 
Worship; this is going to be the supreme moment of worship in Abraham’s life. 


The procedure of the narrative: 
We will note the building of the altar, the laying on of the wood, the raising of the knife and the 
intervention of God. 


The perception in the narrative: 
This is one of the places in Scripture where a dual picture is presented to us. Isaac is both a 
picture of Christ and also a picture of sinners.


The prospect in the narrative: 
Abraham expected that God would raise Isaac from the dead (22:5).


The progeny in the narrative: 
The chapter concludes with references to Abraham’s brother and his children, it is from this 
linage that Isaac’s wife Rebekah will come.     


The consideration of the chapter: 

As much as we will discuss trial and testing our focus primarily will be on Christ. We will also 
have opportunity to discuss the great Gospel doctrine of substitution; this is pictured for us in 
the ram taking Isaac’s  place.   



